Optional Temporary Variations of AC Laws to enhance Advanced Play

Following discussions about the one-sidedness of many games of Association Croquet at the very top level, the AC Laws Committee proposed that Council shall exercise its power under clause 27(b) of the CA Constitution to authorise the adoption of two temporary variations of the Laws for the 2009 and 2010 seasons.  Council agreed to do so and left it to the Laws Committee to agree the wording in the light of comments received.

The first will introduce an optional extension of Advanced Play, called the Three Lift Variation, with the intention of making the games between top class players more interactive.  The second is an attempt to reduce the dominance of the super-shot opening at the top level with a view to restoring the variety that existed before it became prevalent.  Either or both may be used. The AC Tournaments Committee have proposed that these should be trialled in the 2009 South of England Championship and any other events that clubs wish to advertise them for, with a view to trying them in the 2010 President's Cup.

The wording now proposed for the temporary variations is as below.  The only substantive changes (as opposed to tidying up the wording) are to the eligibility for a free placement (the initial proposal was that a player who conceded the option of a free placement also lost his entitlement to one, the current one is that a free placement is no longer available after any ball has been pegged out, TV1(f)(4)) and that the movement of the first ball to baulk in TV2 is at the adversary's option:

Ian Vincent, Chairman, CA Laws Committee, 15th March, 2009

TV1 THREE LIFT VARIATION

When a game is played under this variation, Law 36 is modified by inserting:

(f) LIFT, CONTACT OR FREE PLACEMENT:

(1) A lift as specified in Law 36(a) is also available if the striker's ball of the preceding turn scored hoop 4 for itself in that turn.

(2) A lift or contact as specified in Law 36(b) is also available if the striker's ball of the preceding turn scored both hoops 4 and 1-back for itself in that turn and its partner ball had not scored hoop 4 before that turn.

(3) If the striker's ball of the preceding turn scored hoops 4 and 4-back in that turn and its partner ball had not scored hoop 4 before that turn, the striker may start his turn:

     (A) as in Laws 36(a)(1), 36(a)(2) or 36(b)(2); or

     (B) subject to (4), by lifting either ball of his side that can lawfully be played, even if it is in contact with one or more balls, and playing it from any unoccupied position on the court (including a position within the yard-line area).  This is known as a free placement. 

(4) Neither player is entitled to a free placement if any ball has been pegged out in the game.

(5)  Law 36(e) and other Laws applicable to Law 36 (e.g. Laws 6(c)(2)(A), 8(b), 9(b)(1), 14(d)(4)(B), 27(g) and Appendices 5 and 6, but not Laws 27(f) or 45) also apply to this variation, with the addition of a free placement as one of the striker's options when available.

TV2 RESTRICTED OPENING  

Under this variation, if, in the first stroke of the game, the striker's ball does not leave the court, hit or pass through a hoop, or hit the peg, then the adversary may elect either :

(a) to leave the ball where it lies; or 

(b) to have the ball placed on any point on either baulk-line as the striker chooses. 

After this is done, the turn ends. 

